
 

English 315 Fairy Tales & Adaptations 

Assignments Overview 

In lieu of having you take a midterm or a final in this class, you will be expected to complete 

three major assignments along with a few minor writing assignments to earn up to a total of 

500 points possible.  

Short Essay             

Length:      3-4 pages 
Points Possible:     75 points 
Due:       27 April 2017 
 
Like the title says, this is a short analytical paper in which you explore one aspect of a fairy tale, 
be it a character, a trope, etc., in one of the adaptations we’ve read in class, focusing on how 
it’s been adapted and how it’s being used in the work. 
 
Creating an Adaptation           
 
Length:      2-3 page reflection, adaptation length varies 
Points Possible:     125 points 
Due:      16 May 2017 
 
In which you will be expected to create a short adaptation of a fairy tale of your choosing and 
then exploring how you see your creative project working with the original text and how it’s 
adapting the text.  
 
Final Paper             
 
Length:      6-8 pages 
Points Possible:     200 points 
Due:       13 June 2017 
 
A longer analytical paper than the short essay, in this paper you’ll be expected to look both an 
original fairy tale and one of its adapted versions, analyzing how the two work together, 
drawing on your personal knowledge of adaptations and everything we’ve learned in class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

English 315 Fairy Tales & Adaptations 

Journals             
 
Points Possible:     50 points 
 
This is an informal writing assignment and doesn’t have a specific due date because they will be 
collected at random. All I want you to do for these is to write a journal entry every day about 
something that catches your attention in the reading, something that you have questions 
about, etc. This will help you have an idea of what we can discuss in class and will also help me 
make sure you’re staying on top of the readings. Since it’s informal, I don’t mind you writing 
informally or colloquially, just please try and make sure your writing is legible. I also don’t 
expect these journal entries to be essay length entries. I just want roughly a paragraph’s worth 
of reflection and engagement with any of the texts we’re working with. 
 
Participation & Misc.            
 
Points Possible:     50 points 
 
This can be anything from an in-class free writing assignment to a pop-quiz. I know that not 
everyone’s comfortable with talking in class, so this is essentially my way of making certain 
everyone participates in class in some manner or other. You will not be told ahead of time 
whether or not I plan on doing something for points, and you can’t make up any missed 
opportunities, but these are low-stake, low-point assignments, so don’t worry if you end up 
missing one or two of them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

English 315 Fairy Tales & Adaptations 

Short Essay 

Page Length:                 3 – 4 pages 
Points Possible:               75 points 
 
We’ve read, watched, listened to, and discussed a handful of very different adaptations on 
some classic fairy tales. Now is the time for you to do some analyzing on your own. In this 
paper, I want you to look at one of the adaptations we’ve looked at, pick an aspect of a fairy 
tale motif or trope or character found within the original text, and analyze how it’s being used 
in the adapted text.  
 
Since this is only 3 to 4 pages, I want you to look at one thing in specific, not a text in its 
entirety. This is meant as an introduction to the types of things one can look at in adaptation 
studies, so don’t stress yourself out by trying to do too much in such a short space. 
 
Some general ideas of what you can (but not what you have to) focus on: 

 The role of the step-mother in “Snow, Glass, Apple” 

 The switching of roles in “The Sleeper and the Spindle” 

 The art in Fables, vol. 1 and how it adds or complicates the idea of the forest motif 
found in fairy tales 

 
Evaluation Criteria: 

 Proper MLA format 

 A clear, concise, and well thought out thesis 

 An effective and evocative close reading analysis of the text of your choosing 

 Proper punctuation and grammar 

 A proper Works Cited page 
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Creating an Adaptation 

Page Length:                 varies 
Points Possible:               125 points 
 
Now that you have a better understanding of how writers and creators can adapt a fairy tale, 
it’s time for you to try your hand at adapting one on your own. Now, before you go into full-
blown panic mode over the idea of having to create something like this, I want you to take a 
deep breath. It’s really not as bad as you think it is, I promise. Who knows, you might even find 
yourself enjoying it. (I sincerely hope you do.) 
 
For this assignment, you will take a fairy tale of your choosing and adapt it in some manner. 
This can be done as a short story, a painting, a comic, or any other creative form you can think 
of, and it’s not limited to just the fairy tales we’ve covered in class, though you’re more than 
welcome to adapt one of those if you’d like. All I ask is that you let me know ahead of time if 
you decide to do a fairy tale that we haven’t read in class to make sure I’m familiar with it. 
 
Basic Requirements for your adaptation: 

 FOR ALL PROJECTS: Remember that adaptations focus on some form of transposition, 
which means your project should incorporate some sort of transposition. 

 If you decide to go the route of a short story, it has to be a minimum of 4 pages long, 
double spaced, and a maximum of 10 pages.  

 If you decide to paint or draw something, I suggest doing a piece no smaller than  
16” x 20” 

 If you decide to create your own comic, I want to see at least 2 full pages of comic 
panels. You can decide how many and how big the panels are for your comic, but please 
realize that if you end up deciding to do a spread or a full page panel then remember to 
compensate for that somehow. If you want to do more, by all means, feel free to do so. 
Your maximum is the same as the short story. No more than 10 pages. 

 If you want to do something that’s not listed on here, come and talk to me, and we’ll 
discuss what sorts of requirements you’ll need to meet. 

 
Evaluation Criteria: 
Unlike the short essay or your final paper, this assignment is going to be evaluated on two 
fronts. The first part you’ll be graded on is whether or not it seems like you really put effort into 
your adaptation—trust me, it will show it. The second part is your personal narrative on how 
you see your adaptation working with the original story and how you see it either contrasting 
with it, complicating it, or simply turning it upside down and inside out. I want to see how you 
see your piece being in conversation with the original story and why you decided to adapt the 
work the way you did. Honestly, a majority of this assignment is going to be based on the 
personal narrative because I want to see what you’ve learned about adaptations and how they 
can work. The narrative should be 2 to 3 pages, MLA format, with proper punctuation and 
grammar. 
 



 

English 315 Fairy Tales & Adaptations 

Final Paper 

Page Length:                 6 – 8 pages 
Points Possible:               200 points 
 
Here it is, your final assignment for this class.  
 
The goal of this assignment is for you to combine your skills of analyzing a text, which you 
developed in the short essay, with your knowledge and understanding of how adaptations 
work, which you learned both in class and through your own experience of creating an 
adaptation for the second major assignment of the class. 
 
Choosing any of the stories we’ve read or watched this quarter, I want you to explore how the 
story has been adapted and what the adaptation does to your understanding or reading of said 
story. Does it give you a different perspective on a character? Does it alter your perception of 
the story in any way? There should be something here that you can make an argument for that 
goes beyond the fidelity argument. 
 
Questions you should keep in mind: 

 What type of an adaptation is this? 

 How is this adaptation working with the various fairy tale elements? 

 How are these texts in conversation with one another? 

 If there is an art element to the story you chose, what and how does the art add to the 
telling of the story? 

 
You can use either Sanders or Hutcheon to help you with this paper if you feel it’s necessary, 
but other than that, there shouldn’t be any outside sources. This is about your chosen 
adaptation and its original fairy tale and what you are arguing these works. 
 
Evaluation Criteria: 

 Proper MLA format 

 A clear, concise, and well thought out thesis 

 An effective and evocative close reading analysis of the text of your choosing that 
supports your understanding of the story and your thesis 

 Proper punctuation and grammar 

 A proper Works Cited page for any and all sources used. 
 

 
 


